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OUR MONTHLY 'EETING IS SUI'MAY, JUIE 13. Part of the prograrm will con-
sist of slides and movies of the Memorial Day FExcursions powered by
Southern's 2-8-2 o, 4501, The trips, on Tlay 30 and 31, were from
¥noxville, Ternessee to Isheville, ilorth Carolina and return. A fine
locomotive, a thirteen car train and heavtiful mountain country should
make for some good pictures.

Meeting time is Sunday, June 13, 2:30 p.m. at @issouri Pacific
Union Station, Room 305, Markham and Victory Streets, Little Rock,
Arkansas.

I'URTHRP EYPLORATION OF TFE NMISSOURI PACIFIC AND THE PACIFIC
by W. . (tiike) Adams

In 1210 steel had come into general use for the construction of
passengar equiprent and trains hecame heavier and heavier. The Missour
Pacific-Tron l'ountain went s'opping for higger power. The £500 series
4-6~2'g and 5500 series 4-4-2's just could not cope witlh the increasing
weights of the main line passencer trains. Accordingly an order was
placed with the American Locomotive Company and delivery was made that
rall on 19 hig new Pacifics for the Missouri and one for the Iron
Mountain. The Missouri Pacific locomotives were eaquipped +rith 69 inch
drivers, 23 by 2?5 inch cvlinders, with a hoiler pressure of 200 pounds
of saturated stearm. e sinale unit, number 6427, for the Iron '‘oun-~
tain was identical excent for a Schmidt Superheater. The 6401 through
6410 rreighed in at 246,000 pounds in worling order and were immediately
placed in sarvice on the fast mall and vassenger trains hetween St.
Touis and wansas City and St. Louis and Terxarkana. Contemporary photo-
graphs talen of the Tron "onntain station in Little Rock circa 1912
showr one of these fine big Pacifics ready to take out a nortli~hound
nassenger train.

This order filled a big gap. S&till--they were not enough, and
early in 1912 engires 6421 through 642% rolled out of the erecting shop
assigned to the Missouri Pacific an® engines 6430 through 6434 went
inte service of the Iron lountain. These engines were equipped with
superheaters, 26 bv 26 inch cylinders, 200 pounds boiler pressure,
veighed in at 278,000 pounds in workina order and exerted 40,900 pounds
tractive effort. That actual ovwnershin in use meant little is evidence
wy the fact that in pril of 1212 the 6433, an Iron Mountain engine,
was used in malinc a fast run from Pueble, Tolorado east on the Missour
pacific in charge of Enginecer F. E. Yathieson on a silk smecial. The
author has in his possession a photograph of Iron Mountain encine 6430
taken in the then new Fansac City Union Station in 1%14. In 1913 the
Iron Mountain received engines 6435 through 6439 and for the next few
vears these fine locomotives bore the brunt of fast passenger and mail
service on the Missouri Pacific-Iron Mountain.
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Engines €401 through 6420 were big brutes for the day--not too
esthetic to the purist due to the off-set running hoards, moulded domes
and wooden cahs. Thev were later equipped with steel cats hut the
running hoards still went ur and Jdown like a roller craster. In later
years these engines were given sunerheaters and the cylinders increased
to 25 hy 2€ inches and the drivers increased from ¢ to 73 inches. For
years it was cormon sight to see these locomotives with driver centers
designed for f%-inch tires and equipped with extra thick rins to bring
the diameter un to 73 inches. These locomotives and all the series
through engine 5439? were equipped with the Cole trailer truck while the
8000 gallon l4-ton tenders rode on the standard arch kar truck. They
were big ranqgy locorctives standing 15 feet € inches over the stack.
The f4-inch boiler had the taper in the first course and the firebox
contained 49.5 square feet of grates. In common with Missouri Pacific-
Iron 'ountains standards the headlight was mounted at the top front of
the boiler and the pilot was the heavy wooden type used by the !'issouri
Pacific up until the early thirties. These locomotives had Russian
iron jackets and while not fancied up with color and gilt, were, espec-
ially the 5421 through 643¢ series, trim, good looking racers. Engines
6421 through 6439 had a smooth sicded dome and the bell was mounted
hetwreen the sand and steam dome. Fngines (421 through 6434 had a
slight taper to the sand dome but on the 6435 through 439 this dome
hecame straight. 211 the later series had straicht running boards
vhich added much tc their trim loolks.

In the Snrine of 19215 the ! issouri Pacific inaugurated a fine
through train in connection with the Nemver and Pio Crande and Western
Pacific between St. Louls and San Francisco. MNamed "The Scenic
Limited”, this all steel flver was handled by the ¢407's and a photo-
gra»h of the 6426 handlina this train out of St. Louis Union Station
was used for vears as a publicity give~away. The author has one of
these in his possession--needless to say, it is nriceless. In the Fall
of 1915 the Iron Yountain placad into service what was to hecome one
of the most famous trains ever operated in the United Stated, "The
Sunshine Swmecial”. %hile the Scenic Limited continued to operate until
replaced ky the Molorado Fagle in 1942 and was maintained to a very
high standard witli the finest ecuipment and accelerated schedule, it
never became the train the Sunshine Special was. emed hy the Chamber
of Commerce of San ’ntonio, Texas, the Sunshine Special when finally
ousted by the Te:as Tagles in 1948 was operating in three scheduled
sections Aaily in and out of St. Louis with connections to and from
I'emphis ané Lake Charles. The mainr line sections were operated with
from 10 to 14 Pullmans each and during the hectic years of "orld War IT
were host to literally tens of thousands of military personnel.

The §400's handled these trains from their inception until bumped
off with the arrival nof the oil-hurning 6600's in 1925. In early 1914
the well-tnown illustrator Williar Harnden Toster was cormissioned %0
paint & ricture of the Sunshine Special under way. This vainting hurg
in the Office of the President of the “‘issouri Pacific and was repro-
duced by the thousands and graced the walls of depots and business
housed in Iissouri Pacific-Iron ''ountain territory for years, and in
some instances to this day. DUngine 6434 was handling the train as
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depicted in the pairting. The author has one of these reproductions in
his possession and like the photocraph of the Scenic Limited, it, too,
is priceless. The ''issouri Pacific issued a perpetual calendar for many
vears with this painting on it and the famous and familiar buzz-saw
empblem of the issouri Pacific was graced additionally with the sketch
of the £434 under a full head of stean. Public timetahles as issued in
the glorv days of steam operation had a line drawing of a 4400 on side
and a Pullnan ohservation car on the other. In the author's collection
of railroadiana is a reproduction of the first advertisement of the
Sunehine Snecial and--vou guessed it--a 6400 is leading the way. To cap
this all off, a dinner plate wag made and sold at lMissouri Pacific sta-
tions and on 'iscouri Pacific diners with a reproduction of Foster’s
painting of the fA34 gracing it. In April, 1721, still another group

of 6400's rolled out of the Schenectady plant of the "morican Loconotive
company. ‘umbered 6440 through 6444, these engines differed in some
details from the earlier units. PFor ene thing, they ware eagquipped With
power reverse and with the new Delta Type "L" trailer truck. The sand
dome was a large affair straddling the holler and the headl ioht was
mounted in the center of the hoiler front. Basically this completed the
6400's as a group considering common specifications. Starting in 1224

a large Pacific type locomotive hased on USREA standards was turned out
by Alco and numbhered 6445 through 6454. Other than to say they ‘rere
re-nurbered 6071 througt £609 in the 1930's, I will dismiss them here--
thev constitute another story.

Over the vears the 6400's, naturally, came out ot the various shops
ith Adifferent looks. The first move was to lower the headlight to the
certer of the hoiler and equin them with power reverse gears and ladders
extending from the running lhoards to the pilot deck. The power reverse
put a humn in the running heards and taook away much of their trim, racy
look. Tater many of them werc given large sand domes straddling the
boiler back of the first course and the hells were mounted at an angle
at the top front of the boiler. Some, the €436 for example, never
received a large cand dome. Many were eguipned to hurn oil and five of
+ham, the 6423, 6424, 6427, 6433 and 6436 were ecuipred with roller
baarings, cast steel pilots and disc main driver centers. ['anvy of these
locomotives received a web-spoled driver center such as used by the
Pennsylvania Railrecas on some of their passenger locomotives. In their
declining yenrs, several of these fine ladies received footboards,
front and read, and 'doghouses' on the tenders and were used for just
ahout anythina. After the consolidation of the International-Creat
“lorthern and St. Louis, Brownsville and ''exico into the I'issouri Pacific
Tineas in 1975, several of these locomotives went to the so-called Texas
fouisiana Tines and wserved out their time in that land. Fngines 6406,
5407, €614, 6422 and 6425 appear frequently in pictures emanatinag from
rhose climes. 1In 1930 these engines appeared regularly in passenger
cervice on the White River Nivision and handled the "Southern Scenic®.
This was u=sually a four car train and it was not uncormon to leave
rurora, ! issouri lLehind, sav the £438, and 35 minutes later and 39.4
miles away, he dis-harging nassengers at Carthage, “jssouri. XAfter
torning Opal Hill some thres miles out of Aurora, the line descended
into Spring Fiver Valley at Hoberg and was then on a water level grade
+o the Frisco crossing at the eastern outskirts of Carthage. Soon
after "orld “War IX, when the insidiocus inroads of dieselization invaded
the "issouri Pacific, these fine locomotives started going to the scrap
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line. By 1955 all were gone and they vere just a memory. Strangely
enough, the last ones built, nurmbers 6440 through £444, were the first
to he scrapped.

Fasy riding--easy to fire--snappy, they were great favorites with
enginemen and given a train within their limits could get over the
road with the best of them. B2As a voungster at Carthace, 'issouri in
the 1930's, I literally polished smooth a large rock located just north
of the devnot waiting for Train 232, the northbound Southern Scenic, to
leave with Grant !'intonh, CGeorge Xreslmeyer or Jim Harrison at the
throttle of a €400. A friendly vave from their lordly station made
each day comrlete.

LETTERS TO DRAILROADS RBPING RESHLTS. oOQur club secretarv, ''r. Ross Holt,
has written letters to officers of the railroads operating in Arkansas,
both shortlines and mainline operators, advising them of the existence
and goals of the Arlansas Railroad Club. He received a verv nice

reply from the Fansas City Southern, alona with some material for the
club collection. ‘'ost interesting was an advertising hrochure from
the 1940's. This booklet, several pages in length, gave descriptions
of all the cormunities served by the Fansas City Southern and the
Louisiana and 2rkansas. It also included brief, but informative,
histories of these roads and their predecessors.

EDITORS N®ED IMELP., Reread your first copy of the newsletter, please.
In our first issue we said we hoped to cover the past, present, and
future of railroading in Arkansas, or something like that. Many of
you are in closer regular contact with the railroads of 2Arkansas than
the editors. Therefore, you are hetter able to keep up with current
events, If you ars avare of a development which would be of interest
to the rest of the cluvh, write ahout i%, get your name in print, and
let us share it vith our readers. "e are also interested in historical
material. T'ike Adams and John Harper have provided us with some fine
articles, and we hone to have much more from hboth of them. However,
thare is a great amount of information on our railroads =cattered
betvaen our members, in their collections, and in their memories and
knowledge. If each of the thirty or so people who have attended most
of our meetings wrould write one short item or article, we trould be
nlad to get all of ther in print.




