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COVER PHOTO - KATY engine #35-C in Muskogee,
Oklahoma , about 1950, (Gene Hull collection)

PROGRAM

The June mecting of the Arkansas Railroad Club wall be held
on SLINDAY, JUNE 13, at 2 pm, Location will be in the
Twin City Bank in North Little Rock on Muin Street, This
month’s program will be given by RGO EDMONSON of
Dallas, the one-time editor of the now-defunct Ratly
newsletter for short-line railroad news. He has some out-of-
the-ordinary rail photos, like "Little Joes" on the South Shore,
Crreat Lukes car ferries, steam in Europe, among other things,
from the late 19705 and carly 19808, He was o professional
photographer, The pubhc s invited, Refreshments will b
served, (I'm sorry that [ won't be at the June 13 meeting, but
my father 8 having his 75th birthday and we have big plans in
Texos that weekend).,

The July program will be given by Buayvid M, Johnston of
Member, He will have a show on steam.

CLUB NEWSIEVE

NEW FORMAT - This month beging a new, handier formal
for the Arkansiy Raflroader, Costs of producing it will be Jess
than the old format, both in printing costs und in time, The
front page will still have o fullsized photo each month, the
only change being the caption will always be on the first line
of the next page, ke above, The typeface of the news and
events sections will be identical to what 've been using, i.c.
12-pt Tiempo (this is 10 make it easier W read for those who
need bigeer type). 1 will also begin o new section culled
Eveursions!/Shows/Events of @her Clubs that you might find
helpful, Some of these events will also be listed in the table
on the second to last page of the newsloticr,

My word processor is WordPerfeet for Windows Version
5.2, which does most things you see, including the muiling
labels. Occasionally I'll use By Desigre (run from within
WardPerfect) for borders and effects,

CALENDAR PHOTOS WANTED - The Arkansas Railroad
Club will have a 1994 ¢lub calendar for sale and we wint

YOUR photos in it! This will be o 12-photo (black & whitc)
@ @ calendar, one for each month. We will pick the best 12 photos
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received to beincluded. Deadline for entry is August 15. Here arc the rules;

1) Photos must be 35" x 53" or 4" x 6" or 3" x 7" or 8" x 10.°, ¢olor or-black & white
(calendar will be printed in black & white. however)

1) Shdes O.K., but we will have to have a print made of the slide before the hall-tone
cin be made and would prefer that you have the print made from the shde yourself,

3) Photosslides must be taken by yoursell or o relative and we must have your
permission to use the photo in the calendar. Pholos must be taken in Arkansis,

4) Photos can be from any time, current or 50 vears ago, Just be sure they're your
photos or one taken by o relative (grandfather, ¢te.), Any tailroad subject O.K., diesel or
steam, depots, track, ete. Photos muost have been taken in Arkonsas.

5) BE SURE TO INCLUDE A CAPTION ON EACH PHOTO, including the date it
wis taken and location and subject, We will not use a photo that has no information on
it

0) Send all photos/islides o the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB - PHOTOS, PO
BOX %151, NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 721199151, Deadline will be August 15th.
Material received will not be returned unless you request it 1 you want it returned,
remember that it will be September or Octaber before you get it back,

ALCO DATABASE - Member BARTON JENNINGS of Knoxville, Tennessee (8 putting

tugether o full database of every Aleo dicsel built, Any rosters which people have would

be appreciated, He necds ownership changes, rebuild dates, scrap dates, ete, Bart hopes

iy have o first printing dreaft this fall, 16 you can help, contact him at: 1600 Capital Lane,
Knoxville TN 37931 -4505; 615-53 -840, ( Bart also noticed that our club has members in
24 states).

BRIEF SUMMARY OF NRHS LITTLE ROCK MEETING - Chaplers are urged o
beeome more involved in Operation Lifesaver programs; the 19493 historie plague award
will be given to Chicago's Linion Station at the summer convention; two new chapiors
were chartered - the Grand Canyon Chapter in Williams AZ and the Yaguina Pagific
Chapter in Toledo, Oregon - the Cotton Bell Rail Historical Socicty applicd; the fall
Board of Direetors meéting will be in Wilmington DE.

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

ES&NA RADIO SHACK ADS? - Former Club president BARTON JENNINGS of
Knoxville, Tennessee says that Radio Shack's ads, at least in his neck of the woods, has
pictures of Eurcka Springs & North Arkansas engine 201 at the depot in Eurcka Springs
on every TV screen in their mailings, He wants (o know if these ads dre seen in Arkoansas
in Radio Shack’s printed ads. He also wants to know if the ES&NA gets paid for this.

CAMDEN DEPOT RESTORATION - Main Street Camden 15 planning to restore the old
Missouri Pacific depot in Camden, which Union Pacific leased to this group in July of
1992, Built in 1913 at a cost of $756(, the MaoP depot was onee the center of activity in
Camden (your editor will have a photo of it currently in an upcoming newsletter), They
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plan o re-do everything using a copy of the original drawings for this historic structure
(it has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places). They need funds to help
do this. Send your tax-deductible gitt to Depot Restoration Project, Main Street Camden,
PO Box 734, Camden AR 71701, 501-836-6105. They also are selling engraved bricks for
the lot surrounding the depot for 330 each, should you want yvour name or any other

message i stone on two 13-characler lines,

OZARK MOUNTAIN RAILROAD (Againt!) -
Apparcntly the proposed Ozark Mountain
Railroad 1 stll making news, This map shows
1 proposed route, und ¥ from the Memphis
Corrtmnercial Appeal.

CGENERAL RAIL NEWS

NEBRASKRA BRANCH LINES LEASED
Lindon Pacitic on March 23 said it was leasing
tive Mebriska branch lines (o Nebrasksa
Central, owned by Rio Grande Pacific Corp
of Bt Waorth, Texos, the only short line (o bid
on the lines, The lines are; Central City
Bratnared (62 miles, built in 1877-749),
Columbus-Norfolk (48 miles, built 18749),
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Cconec-Albion (3369 miles, built 18749), Genoa-Cedur Rapids-Spaulding (45 miles, built
|883), Ord Branch (6102 miles north of Grang Iskand, built 1880-1886), UP says the
lines are making money, but UP wants to concentrate on its main lines, (The Moed Tram,

Vol XLI No, J)

COFFEYVILLE TRAFIIC CHANGED - (Coffeyville, Kansas) - Beginning March 17, the
Ransas City-Morth Little Rock aned Oologah, Oklahoma coal trains are the only UP
traing (o run on the ex-Missouri Pacitic Coffeyville Subs, other traffic being moved 1o the
ex-MKT Cherokee Sub. - Union Pacific wias removing 12 of its 20 tracks sl Ivory Yard,
milepost 7 on the DeSolo Sub. in carly March - UP said it had 45 loaded grain trains
enroute o various ports on March 27, a high, with 35 or so normal., (The Mived Train,
doel 8. Bowcher, 3031 Fourth Ave, Counell Bluffy A 51501-3320)

LIFE'S JOURNEY (author unknown)

Life is like a jourmey on a train,

With twe fellow travelers at each window pyine,
I ' it beside vou all the fovrney through,
Che | may st elsewhere, never knowing you,
But should fate mark me to st by vour side,

Ler's be pleasant fravelers - 'ty so short a nde!

- April 1493 NRHS News
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BN CENTRALIZING - Burlington Northern i in the process of making Fr. Worth its
centralized train dispatching center. Work should be complete in 1994, when Springficld,
Missouri and Minncapolis, Minnesota's centers would be relocated 1o Fr. Waorth, In 1995
the centers at Seattle and Alliance would also be relocated. (The Mived Train)

ROBERT CLAYTOR DIES - Robert B, Claytor, 71, the former CEQ of Norfolk
Southern Corporation, died April 9. Among his survivors i brother W, Graham Claytor,
Ir, President of Amtrak. He retired in 1987, His hobbies included opera, building stereos
and singing tenor in his church choir. His first choice of jobs was with AT&T in 1948, but
joined the Norfolk & Western Railway in 1950, and the rest is history. His most dismal
dav? May 18, 1986, 2:09 pm, when he was engineer of an excursion train when it derailed
in Chesapeake, 14 cars left the tracks and 200 passengers injured, He jumped ot of the
engine, ran back to help, staying until the last of the injured had been evacuated, The
next day he visited every patient hospitulized. Even though he was never charged with
anything, friends say he anguished over his role in the accident, "You never put that day
behind you,” he said in late 1986, "Oh, no, you have some days in your life when you
shouldn't have gotten up in the morning," (The Virgindan-Pilor and Star Ledeer-Star, April
FEL FO9T sent in by member George Schmidr of Vieginda Beach, whe hopes to attend our
Clctobwer meciing )

CLASS L'TOPR TEN - In 1992, the top ten Class | railronds by operating miles were: 1)
BN (23,088 }, 2) UP (20.261), 3) CSX (18,854); 4) N5 (14,721), 5) CR (12,454), 6) SP
(12,143), T) ATSE (9,639), 8) CNW (5.573), 4 SOO (5.045), 10y 1C (2,766). Coming in
12th was KOS with 1682 miles, (AAR via the Kiriichi Kerner)

SP SELLING TEXAS TRACKAGE - Flimsiey says that Southern Pacific is offering 322
miles of tracks in Texas for sale, Segments include former Cotton Belt muain from Mount
Pledasant to Wylie; Elmendorf-Sinton; Wharton Jet-New Gulf, Rosenberg-Vietoria; and
Placedo-Port Lavaca. (v The Clearanee Cand)

E AND F UNITS - Vie Stone, 4418 Muary Dondon Hall, Cornell University, thaca NY
[4853-4501 put tegether an extensive list of all the E and F units still in this country,
both in service, stored ar on display, Total number - 340, He's asking where all the KOS
F3% and FT's went? Write to your editor if you'd like a list of these units, (The Bull Sheer,
My 1, 1993)

UP ORDERS 50 LOCOMOTIVES - Union Pacific ordered 50 new engines from General
Eleetric ar a cost of §70 million, These will be delivered beginning in August, The 4,000
horsepower models are mare than 70 feer long, weigh ahout 400,000 pounds and feature
"comtort cabs.” (LLP Info. April 1993)

MEMPHIS TROLLEY BEGINS - The long-awaited Memphis Trolley began operations
April 24, running from Main & Mill Streets 1o Calhoun Street at Central Station, Rolling
stock consists of three 1927-1940 Portugal-built cars, Costs per ticket are only 50¢, The
project, begun several years ago, cost 533 million, but hopes are that the trolley will
revilahze the downtown area, (Memphis Bull, Mayv-dune 1993)
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AMTRAK NEWS

P ———— AMTRAK EXPANSION - A group called the People’s Transit
' e Organization, PO Box 175, Monticello FL 32344 is asking help from
dil enthusiasts to help publicize the need for more Amtrak service,
specifically startup of two routes through this arew: Florida-Seattle through Arkansas vid
Pine Bluff, Little Rock, Fort Smith, Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Amarillo and New Orleans-
Kansas City via Texarkana, Sallisaw, Oklahoma, and Gravette, Arkansas. John Hedrick,
president of this group, says we should also contact our congressmen and President
Clinton to urge more evenly distributed trinsportation moneys (currently highways get
almost 5 tines more increases than does rail), 1f interested, contact them at above
address. (lerter relayed to me by Peter Smyvkia)

EXCURSIONSISHOWSIEVENTS OF QTHER CLUBS

COUNCIL BLUFFS-KANSAS CITY-ST., LOUIS-CHICAGO - July 17, 1993 - P 3985
trip to NRHS Chicago Convention. Segment Council Blutfs-Kansas City sponsored by the
Camerail Club (5120, David Seidel, 402:563-1624 evenings); - July 18, Kansas City-St.
Louis spansored by St Louis Chapter (8125-8159, St Louis Chapter, 1135 Colonnade
Center Suite 321, St Louis MO 63131, 314-428.0215); - July 19, St, Louis-Chicago
sponsored by 81, Louis Chapter as above (8134-8174); < July 25, Chicago-51. Lauis,
sponsored by 5t Louis Chapter os above ($134-5174) - July 20, St Louis-kansas Cily
sponsored by St Louls Chapter as above (S99-8129),

CHICAGO - July 21-25 - 53rd Annual NRHS nutional convention - various setivities,
excursions - 1993 NRHS Convention, PO Box 53, Oak Park 1L 60303, 312-342-4244, 3:00
HiH) pm,

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA - July 22-35, 1993 - Union Pacific Histarical Society Yth
Annual Conventiosn,

TULSA, OKLAHOMA - July 24-25 - Oklahoma Land Run's 100U anniversary. passcnger
excursion from Tulsa 1o Pawnee, Perry and Enid, back to Tulsa using 18 restored cars
SOLD OUT lnst April (700 seats), but thought you'd like chance 1o photograph - from
urticle in TULSA WORLD vig Arkansas Boston Motetains Chapier)

TOPEKA, KANSAS - July 21 - A 200-mile roundirip steam cxcursion using LIP's 3985
hetween Topeks and Abilene, Kansas with profits geing to help preserve the Union

Pucific Station in North Topeka - tickets $125 each, $150 dome, Junch $7.50 - contact
Topekn Railroad Days, Ine., 605 South Kansay Ave, Topeka KS 60603, W] 3-232-5533

MEMPHIS - August 28, 1993 - 14th Annual inois Central Historical Sociely's
Railroadiana Show, 9 am-4 pm - Armada Convention Center Hotel, 160 Union Avenue
tahles 820 cach - contact, with SASE, Dave Fraser, 205 Sundown Trail, Jackson MS
39212 for table contract or call 6011-371-0638 - show is free 1o the public, but donations
are welcome

LEE! SUMMIT, MISSOURI - September 25, 1543 - 3rd Annual Heart of Amernica
Kansas City Railroadiana Show , 10 am-4 pm - John Knox Payilion, 520 Murray Road,
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Lee's Summit, Missouri - tables $20 (315 for historical organizations like ours) before
september 12 - General Admission $2,00 - information, send LSASE 1o Al Parks, 3629
Basswood Dr, Lee's Summit MO 64064, 816-373-93064,

HUGO, OKLAHOMA - Saturday only through Summer - Hugo Herituge Ruilroad
Saturday-only passenger service over the Kiamichi Railroad either Hugo-Valiant Flugo-
Boswell; Hugo-Antlers or Hugo-Paris (potluck affair) - Kiamichi diesel pulls two 1947
vintage Norfolk & Western coaches - departs Hugo 2:00 pm for 2V hour (rip - cat al
Hugo station’s famous Harvey House complete with Harviey Girls (operated by the
Choctaw Counly Historical Society) - $15 adults, $10 children - call 405-326-6634). (v

The Clearance Curid)

HOUSTON - Donations wanted by the Gulf Coast Chapter to help buy/preserve lormer
GM&D car ALTON - cur was built in 1947 by American Car Foundry for the GM&O foi
Chicago-St, Lowis Abraham Lincoln and Ann Rutledee - Send tax-deduetible donation to
ALTON Acquisition, Gulf Coust Chapter NRHS, Inc., PO Box 457, Houston TX 77001,

ATLANTA - Danations wanted by the Atlunta Chapter NRHS to help huild a depot to
house their many railroad-related items, in time for their hosting the 1994 national
NRHS convention, 1F interested, write 10 Atlanta Chapter NRHS Depot Builders Club,

PCY Box 95677, Duluth GA 30136-951 3,

NEWS THIS ISSUE updated through May 15, Deadline for the July Raifroader will be
June 15, Approximate mailing date this issue May 26 or before, 3854

AANAAAA,

THE REAR END COLLISION THAT WAS NEVER REPORTED

] I o

n 1946, alter World

War 1, the Rock

Island  was  using

SledIn engines excepl
onthe Rockel trns and o
few swilch engines, On the Hot Springs
branch out of Biddle Yard there were four
passenger trains: #3101 and #32, which ran
from Little Rock 1w Windfeld, Louwisiana:
#45 andd #5350, the Hor Springy Limived; also
#93 and #94 between Biddle and Alexander,
Lowisiuna, which had other sections many
tmes; and #7779 and #80 between Biddle and
El Dorado. Other trains were #697 and #6098
hetween Biddle and Camden, #87 and #88 o
Hot Springs, then the Haskell turn, working
hetween Biddle and Haskell,

ARKANSAS RATLROADER

Walker, rotired Rock 1sland Conductlor

Phis writer was called for the Hol Springs
Local #87 und #88 for 4 a.m. This train
went (o Hot Springs and back to Biddle in a
one-day e, We would pick up aluminum
ore Wt Bauxite for the Jones Mill aluminum
plant, and pick up ot Haskell anything that
way there Tor Jones Mill or Hot Springs thi
had been set out by the Louisiani crews oul
ol El Dorada, Then on the Butterfield and
make & pick-up of anything that was {or Hot
Springs. Then on o Jones Mill and Hot
Springs, Then we would eat and start back.

On this date we would move empty beer
cars and pulp wood, cement and gravel cars,
then po around the wye on 1o Jones Mill,
pick up loads and empties, which would
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consist of ten w hifteen loads of alumina pig.
Then on o Butterfield,

On this day, we picked up train orders (o
waill 4t Haskell until @ ¢ertain time; Benton
until a certmn time for the Haskell turn,
which was always run as an extra. They did
all the work between Biddle and Haskell and
would return o Biddie

We went on o Haskell, made a setout and
left on our wail order time; on o Benton,
left there on the wint, 1 was rding i the
Diog House on back of tank when all ol a
sudden the train went into emergency. |
thought the Missouri Pacific was on the
crossing. and the pate was agmnst us. The
M. P, branch ling runs from Benton (o Ping
Blutl and crossed the Rock Island ot this
point and there was a manually operited gate
thit would place against the Rock 1sland
when crossing, Also there was & (ransler
track where ML P and R exchanged cars

I pot vut of the Dog House to see whi
was poing on, | saw a caboose just over the
M. P crossing and the lireman and engineer
going down the gangway, so | made it for
the ladder on back ol the watér tank. Down
| went,

Fhe conductor on the Huskell i had
wid the flagman to go help the other
hrakeman switch the transter track wnd he
would take care of the Magging, but he was
not doing much  of & job, Just as | was
ready (o0 make my jump, be run out of the
caboose, giving us # stop sign with his hat
We were almost on him then he run away
from the caboose. | saw the lireman hit the
wround and roll just over the M., crossing.
I hit the ground pretty hard but was able 1o
stay on my feet. For some reason, the
engine made the coupling on the caboose
that saved the day and probably Kept us from
derailing the caboose,

The kerosene markers Tew up in the air
off the brackets. As it did, on the other side
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~ = the screen door was knocked off and
wiars up against our headlights. Every
window was broken out. The pot
belly stove was knocked over on the
floor. The conductor’s desk was
worn from the wall. The ice box had come
loose from the oor, Bunks were hanging
down. 1 never saw such & mess ina caboose
for the caboose tostill be sitting on the rwls

No one was hurt, just a few skinned
places, So the conductor got us all together
{his crew and our crew except our Hagman)
and told us i we could not say anything
about it we could save his job, He had us all
o put our luinds together and say for him
we would keep it to oursell, so we did, The
ciaboose was stll where they could pet it to
Biddle Yard. As we Onally got by, our
fagman Ray Reagon, handed the Haskell
turn conductor & roll of toilet paper
thought he might need i

1 The Huskell twrn made it

o Biddle with the caboose,

andd it might the caboose

burned Delore it was pul in the caboose

trpck. As long as that conductor lived, he

denicd he had anything w do with the

caboose burming that might, 10 was o steel

Frame, but was o wooden caboose, All that
wits left was the upper steel framework,

Had we niot got stopped, we only lacked
about one car length hitting the side of their
tran that was switching the wansler track,
The conductor 10ld us that we seldom was
ever late on our wails, but the train you
don’t expect is the one that will hit you

This is just one of my close calls,
Sometime | just wonder how we mude it
not only myself but other train and engine
men, There are two of us sull around - one
the engineer on the Haskell turn who is 9]
now and stll going and mysell, 76 and still

going.
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UPCOMING CLUB & AREA RAIL-RELATED ACTIVITIES

JUNE 13 - Regular club meeting, JULY 11 - Regular Club Meeting, 2
Iwin City Bank, North Little Rock, pm, Twin City Bank
21N,

JULY 21-22 - 53rd Annual NRHS JULY 31 3985 excursion Topeka-

Convention, Chicago Abilene, K5 by Topeka RR Days, Inc.

AUGUST B - Reqgular club meeting, AUGUST 28 - I1linois Central
Twin City Bank, North Little Rock. Historical Society’'s RR Show,

Memphis, 9am-4pm.

See inside for more detailed information on some of these activities. Please keep me informed
on what 15 going on rail-wise in and around Arkansas so | can put it in the table, Thanks.
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The Arkansas Railroad Club is a non-profit organization that meets on the second Sunday of the
manth. This month we will meet on Sundny, JUNE 13 a0 the Twin City Bank Building on Main Strees
in. Morth Litthe Bock. We are a chapter of the Notiona] Railway Historical Socicty. Proprams. ane
presened.

The ARKANSAS RAILROADER i the monthly publication of the Arkansas Railroad Club and is
penerially mailed in time 10 be receved before the monthly mectings, In order to recene this
|:I-1.1|!l|ii,':'lliﬂ|'|. vou must be o member of the Club. Current dues are $158yvear for Arkansas residents and
i §15~cur for out-ofstate. The RAILROADER s mailed 1o all members automatically, Family
migmberalips are 520, bul only one newsker sent,

Iy wonld hike tojoin; send your check maode out io the "Arkansas Rnlroad Clab™ bo;

ATTHN Treasurer, ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUR, PO Box 9151, NMorth Linle Rogk AR 22110
Yo may b the Bational Bubsay. Eistorcal Society thiough oor Club by, posing S 4 vear maore

Editor of the ARKANSAS RAILROADER i Ken Sicgenbein. Evervihing having o do with the
ARKANSAS HAILROADER should besent i the pddress bebow, ATTH:Edior, Pleise ket me ki if
wirir pildress chinges, s MEWSLETTERS CANNOT BE FORWARDELD.

Acrkminas Ruilroad Club mail shoukd alo be sent o the addres bebow.,

ARKANSAS HAILROADD CLUR
.0 K S0
NORTI LITTLE ROCh AR 72119

Phimwsleiter phome: (SO0 58 1340
L messige on redorder of 'mo ot there)

ues are 318 yvenr per individual or $20vear for famaly membership (only gng newsleter will be
sent o i fumily unless coach member pays the individual $05 fee), Dies are abwoys due JANUARY
15T of ench year and apply 1o the calendar year, You may adse foln the National Histerical Rallway
Society through our cluby by paving $145car morg {otal payment for both club membership and
MEHS membeship would be $2%9 per yoir),

Memborhip eatithes vou w0 recelve the ARKANSAS RAILROADER for the wrm of vour
membérship, 1t s pubhshed monihily

REMEWAL - NEW MEMDOER CHAMCGE OF ADBRESS

YOUR NAME

YOLUI ADDRESS

R | : STATE ZIP

FELEPHONE NUMBER {  }

Make your checks out o the "Arkansas Railroad Club® and mail to:

ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUHR - Trensurer
Py BOX 9151
NORTI LITTLE ROCK AR 71119

WELCOME ABOARD!!
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